






































Recommendation 5: MSDE should amend the Maryland Student Records Systems Manual to define how school systems should
proceed when students log 10 or more consecutive unlawful absences (F. inding 3). The guidance should consider the impact on
accurate enrollment counts while also maximizing LEAs’ ability to effectively re-engage students.

MSDE Response:
Opinion Correction Action Plan Current Status of Corrective | Estimated Date of Full
(Concur/Non- | (Provide Narrative Response*) Action (Implemented/Partially | Implementation of
Concur) Implemented/Not Yet Corrective Action
Implemented)
Non-Concur The MSDE does not agree with the N/A N/A

recommendation. The Maryland Student
Records Manual already provides guidance to
the local school systems on how to proceed
when a student has 10 or more consecutive
absences. The MSDE will continue to provide
technical assistance to the local education
agencies to ensure consistent reporting of the
student data to the Department.

*If applicable, please include attachments that may provide better context regarding planned corrective actions.
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Recommendation 6: MSDE should investigate the identified 29 duplications (Finding 4) and determine whether state aid funds
should be recovered from LEAs.

MSDE Response:

Opinion Correction Action Plan Current Status of Corrective | Estimated Date of Full
(Concur/Non- | (Provide Narrative Response*) Action (Implemented/Partially | Implementation of
Concur) Implemented/Not Yet Corrective Action
Implemented)
Concur The MSDE disagrees with the OIGE’s finding | Partially Implemented July 1, 2022
' | that there were 29 instances, during the period

reviewed, where a student was counted twice
as eligible for state aid funding.

At the time of reporting these students to the
MSDE in the September attendance data
collection, each student had a unique State
Assigned Student Identification (SASID). Over
time, LEAs obtained additional information
about these students which led them to
determine that these two different students
were the same student. When this situation
occurs, a request for SASID merge is made to
the MSDE. When SASID merges are made,
the longitudinal database maintained by the
OPRA stores data with the final resulting
SASID (post merge). As a result of this
process, data provided to the OIGE in response
to this audit request contained enrollment
records with duplicate SASIDs. The OPRA
initiated review of the 29 duplications
identified by the OIGE.

I

*If applicable, please include attachments that may provide better context regarding plahned corrective actions.
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Recommendation 6;: MSDE should investigate the identified 29 duplications (Finding 4) and determine whether state aid funds
should be recovered from LEAs.

MSDE Response - continued:

Opinion Correction Action Plan Current Status of Corrective | Estimated Date of Full

(Concur/Non- | (Provide Narrative Response*) Action (Implemented/Partially | Implementation of

Concur) Implemented/Not Yet Corrective Action
Implemented) .

We determined that 11 were the result of an
incorrect SASID merge and are in fact two
different students and not duplicates. The
remaining 18 duplications identified were
correctly merged after their respective
September 30" enrollment collection.

The MSDE agrees that the 29 records should
be investigated and will work with the LEA to
verify attendance data for the 18 student
records that were merged after the September
30 enrollment data. The Department will
determine if state aid funds should be
recovered.

*If applicable, please include attachments that may provide better context regarding planned corrective actions.
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Recommendation 7: MSDE should complete a final duplicate check each year prior to submission of enrollment counts for inclusion
in funding formulas. Particular attention should be paid to students who may have transferred between Baltimore City Public Schools
and Baltimore County Public Schools.

MSDE Response:

Opinion Correction Action Plan Current Status of Corrective | Estimated Date of Full

(Concur/Non- | (Provide Narrative Response¥*) Action (Implemented/Partially | Implementation of

Concur) Implemented/Not Yet Corrective Action
Implemented)

Non-Concur The MSDE disagrees with the NA N/A

recommendation since there already is in place
a final duplicate check to identify and reject
duplicate SASIDs. Maryland’s state
longitudinal data system maintains an
accounting of students based on a unique
student identifier and has a process in place for
unmerging of student records and merging
records throughout the system.

Maryland has a rigorous process to ensure one
student has one unique state identifier. LEAs
are responsible for verifying all student
identifying information including the correct
SASID is verified prior to each data
submission to MSDE which MSDE confirms
during a validation process to ensure that one
student has one unique state identifier.

*If applicable, please include attachments that may provide better context regarding planned corrective actions.
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